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MT RAINIER, (LIBERTY RIDGE), photo courtesy Brian LeBlanc / Iain Saunderson
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Congratulations to 2009's HAMS '"'Climbers!"

Thanks to everyone who contributed their accomplishments to the fifth annual list of higher or

"exotic" peaks climbed by HAMS members.

This year we had 24 people submit 33 climbs -- a couple more than last year. HAMS members

seem to be climbing out of the recession.

We know there are a lot of active climbers within HAMS; be sure to submit your 2010 climbs to let
everyone know what you have been climbing! Photos and stories are appreciated.

Make your submissions for next year's list to HAMS.Expeditions@cmec.org, the "rules" are below:

1) Climbs must be submitted by January 31 of the following year.
2) Only climbs during the calendar year will be listed.
3) Include, as a minimum: Your name, peak name, summit elevation, location, & date climbed

4) An effort will be made to recognize valiant attempts that failed to reach the summit. If this de-
scribes your climb, please also indicate the approximate elevation reached, and reason for turning

back.

5) For all climbs, commentary and/or photographs are appreciated, and may be published at the
discretion of the editor as space permits.

6) Iztaccihuatl (17,345) or Ixtaccihuatl (17,126)? Since spelling and elevation (particularly of for-
eign peaks in English) vary, I'm going to accept what is submitted by the climber (unless it's obvi-
ously wrong or a typo).

7) Finally, what constitutes a "higher or 'exotic' peak"? This is where it really gets arbitrary, we'll
see how this evolves, but for a start:

a) No Colorado peaks. Colorado has lots of peaks and routes which clearly deserve to be called
"exotic," but HAMS doesn't want to be in the position of deciding which are, and which are not.
If you've climbed one of these, you are invited to write an article for Thin Air.

b) Any peak outside of Colorado of 14,000 feet or more.

c) Lower peaks outside of Colorado that present a degree of difficulty, either in climbing or ac-
cess. For example, Granite Peak (12,745) Montana, counts, Mount Sunflower (4,039) Kansas,
probably doesn't. Unnamed 3,353, the highest point in Gabon, does.
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Location

Date

COMMENTS

-2009

Dave Anschicks

Mount Doonerak

Alaska

July

See Comments on next page

Steve Bonowski

Kilimanjaro

Tanzania

February

John Brooks

Gannett Peak

Wyoming

August

Todd Bublitz

Mt. McKinley "Denali"

Alaska

July

Sharon Crawford

Mount Columbia

Canada

July

Paula Engel

Mount Doonerak

Alaska

July

See Comments on next page

Lori Hansen

Orizaba

Mexico

February

Ixtaccihuatl

Mexico

February

Wayne Herrick

Mount Columbia

Canada

July

Ward Hobert

Mount Doonerak

Alaska

July

See Comments on next page

Brian LeBlanc

Mount Rainier

Washington

May

Liberty Cap (Liberty Ridge)

Washington

May

Rich McAdams

Mount Columbia

Canada

July

John Mitchler

Mount Fuji

Japan

July

Mount Lamlam

Guam

July

See Comments on next page

Mount Tapochao

Saipan

Brown Willy

England

Diana Moore

Mt. McKinley "Denali"

Alaska

May

Laurie Pearce

Mount Doonerak

Alaska

July

See Comments on next page

Dave Pellegrini

Mt. McKinley "Denali"

Alaska

July

Gannett Peak

Wyoming

August

Tom Renaud

Gannett Peak

Wyoming

August

Fred Reuss

Mt. McKinley "Denali"

Alaska

July

Jim Rickard

Turret Peak

Wyoming

July

Terry Root

Mount Doonerak

Alaska

July

See Comments on next page

Jain Saunderson

Mount Rainier

Washington

May

Liberty Cap (Liberty Ridge)

Washington

May

Beth Schlichter

Mount Doonerak

Alaska

July

See Comments on next page

Bill Tarvin

Mount Doonerak

Alaska

July

See Comments on next page

Margaret Turner

Gannett Peak

Wyoming

August

Kurt Wibbenmeyer

Mount Whitney

California

June

Mount Columbia

Canada

July

Wheeler Peak

New Mexico

September
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Mount Doonerak, 7457', Brooks Range, Alaska, near the North Fork Koyukuk River in Gates of the Arctic
National Park is a "high latitude" peak located above the Arctic Circle. It required a two week trip involving
some 30 miles of backpacking and a 90 mile kayak ride down the river.

- Dave Anschicks

Mount Lamlam:

Mt. Lamlam, 1,332", Island of Guam, July 9, 2009, completes my quest to climb the highest point of all
five American possessions (including American Samoa, American Virigin Islands, Puerto Rico, and the Dis-
trict of Columbia)

- John Mitchler

MT DOONERAK, ALASKA, Photos courtesy Dave Anschicks
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Upcoming Trips bon't forget o

pcoming trips approved by the ExCom, as well as tentative trips in the planning stage are listed be- You do not have to climb an exotic
ow. For more information, and for other trips offered by Adventure Travel, be sure to check listings on  peak in a foreign country to be eligible

he CMC website at www.cmc.org/events/events . for a submission! Please submit your
latest adventure or other article to

o request an application for approved trips, or for even more information, contact the leader at the

bhone number or email shown. spykerd@comcast.net

UPCOMING HAMS TRIPS

MT ELBRUS
18,5100
AUGUST 17-29, 2010
$3097 (not including air-

fare to Russia)

Here is the 7th High Altitude Mountaineering Section trip to Russia and the spectacular Caucasus Mountains
of southern Russia, between the Black & Caspian Seas. The mountain is one of the fabled 7 Summits and offers
strenuous, but not overly difficult, climbing. The climbing requires basic knowledge of ice axe, crampons and
roped travel. The trip will use the standard southern approach from the Baksan Valley and pass the ruins of the
famous Priut (Hut) of 11 that burned in 1998. Extra days are allotted for acclimatization and summit at-
tempts. Transit is through Moscow and will include a day long city tour at the end of the trip.

Cost includes domestic air fare within Russia, all lodging and most meals, ground transport, guide fee in Valley,
Russian visa & permit fees, leader expenses and CMC fee. Final cost may vary slightly depending on air fares and
currency exchange issues. Participants must have good physical conditioning and be recent graduates of a CMC
advanced mountaineering school (HAMS, AMS, etc.). Preference will be given to instructors in CMC advanced
and basic mountaineering schools (BMS). Recent BMS grads may be taken depending on instructor recommen-
dation. Equivalent experience will be considered on a case-by-case basis and will require submission of climbing
resume or certificate of recent graduation from a commercial snow climbing course. Climbers not known to the
leader may be asked to submit a list of references. Participants should be tolerant and patient regarding back-
country travel and able to attend meetings & training climbs/hikes.

To obtain the trip itinerary and application, contact Steve Bonowski at nztrekker@earthlink.net or
P.O. Box 280286, Lakewood CO 80228-0286. Trip packet is available only by regular mail (due to e-mail
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